St. James Episcopal Church
204 Lee Street, Leesburg, FL 34748
(352)787-1981 / www.stjames-leesburg.org
Seventh Sunday after Pentecost
Order of Worship
July 12th, 2026 ~ 10:15 a.m.

Prelude: “Holy Bible, Book Divine” (Bradbury, arr. Johnson)
“Fairest Lord Jesus” (arr. Raney)

Processional Hymn 408:  Sing Praise to God Who Reigns Above

1 Sing praise to God who reigns above,
the God of all creation,

the God of power, the God of love,

the God of our salvation,;

with healing balm my soul he fills,

and every faithless murmur stills:

to God all praise and glory.

2 What God's almighty power hath made,
his gracious mercy keepeth;

by morning glow or evening shade

his watchful eye ne'er sleepeth.

Within the kingdom of his might,

lo! all is just and all is right:

to God all praise and glory.

3 Let all who name Christ's holy Name
give God all praise and glory;

let all who know his power proclaim
aloud the wondrous story!

Cast each false idol from its throne,
the Lord is God, and he alone:

to God all praise and glory.

Celebrant: Blessed be God: Father, Son and Holy Spirit
People:  And blessed be his kingdom, now and forever. Amen



Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid,
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly
love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen

Glory to God in the Highest Gloria (S-280)

Glory to God in the highest,

and peace to his people on earth.

Lord God, heavenly King,

almighty God and Father,

we worship you, we give you thanks,

we praise you for your glory.

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,

Lord God, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world:
have mercy on us; you are seated at the right hand of the Father:
receive our prayer.

For you alone are the Holy One,

you alone are the Lord, you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ,
with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father Amen.

The Collect of the Day

The Celebrant The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.
Celebrant Let us pray.

O Lord, mercifully receive the prayers of your people who call upon you, and grant that they
may know and understand what things they ought to do, and also may have grace and power
faithfully to accomplish them; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

First Lesson ~ Genesis 25:19-34-67

These are the descendants of Isaac, Abraham’s son: Abraham was the father of Isaac, and Isaac
was forty years old when he married Rebekah, daughter of Bethuel the Aramean of Paddan-
aram, sister of Laban the Aramean. Isaac prayed to the Lord for his wife, because she was
barren; and the Lord granted his prayer, and his wife Rebekah conceived. The children struggled
together within her; and she said, “If it is to be this way, why do I live?”” So she went to inquire
of the Lord. And the Lord said to her,



“Two nations are in your womb, and two peoples born of you shall be divided; the one shall be
stronger than the other, the elder shall serve the younger.”

When her time to give birth was at hand, there were twins in her womb. The first came out red,
all his body like a hairy mantle; so they named him Esau. Afterward his brother came out, with
his hand gripping Esau’s heel; so he was named Jacob. Isaac was sixty years old when she bore
them.

When the boys grew up, Esau was a skillful hunter, a man of the field, while Jacob was a quiet
man, living in tents. Isaac loved Esau, because he was fond of game; but Rebekah loved Jacob.

Once when Jacob was cooking a stew, Esau came in from the field, and he was famished. Esau
said to Jacob, “Let me eat some of that red stuff, for I am famished!” (Therefore he was called
Edom.) Jacob said, “First sell me your birthright.” Esau said, “I am about to die; of what use is a
birthright to me?” Jacob said, “Swear to me first.” So he swore to him, and sold his birthright to
Jacob. Then Jacob gave Esau bread and lentil stew, and he ate and drank, and rose and went his
way. Thus Esau despised his birthright.

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Psalm 119: 105-112

105 Your word is a lantern to my feet *
and a light upon my path.

106 1 have sworn and am determined *
to keep your righteous judgments.

107 I am deeply troubled; *
preserve my life, O Lord, according to your word.

108 Accept, O Lord, the willing tribute of my lips, *
and teach me your judgments.

109 My life is always in my hand, *
yet I do not forget your law.

110 The wicked have set a trap for me, *
but I have not strayed from your commandments.

111 Your decrees are my inheritance for ever; *
truly, they are the joy of my heart.

112 T have applied my heart to fulfill your statutes *
for ever and to the end.



The Epistle Romans 8:1-11

There is no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. For the law of the Spirit of life in
Christ Jesus has set you free from the law of sin and of death. For God has done what the law,
weakened by the flesh, could not do: by sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, and
to deal with sin, he condemned sin in the flesh, so that the just requirement of the law might be
fulfilled in us, who walk not according to the flesh but according to the Spirit. For those who live
according to the flesh set their minds on the things of the flesh, but those who live according to
the Spirit set their minds on the things of the Spirit. To set the mind on the flesh is death, but to
set the mind on the Spirit is life and peace. For this reason the mind that is set on the flesh is
hostile to God; it does not submit to God's law-- indeed it cannot, and those who are in the flesh
cannot please God.

But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of God dwells in you. Anyone
who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. But if Christ is in you, though the
body is dead because of sin, the Spirit is life because of righteousness. If the Spirit of him who
raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ from the dead will give life to
your mortal bodies also through his Spirit that dwells in you.

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
Gospel Hymn 632 O Christ, The Word Incarnate (vv. 1-2 before; vs. 3 after)

1 O Christ, the Word Incarnate,
O Wisdom from on high,

O Truth, unchanged, unchanging,
O Light of our dark sky;

we praise thee for the radiance
that from the scripture's page,

a lantern to our footsteps,

shines on from age to age.

2 The Church from our dear Master
received the word divine,

and still that light is lifted

o'er all the earth to shine.

It is the chart and compass

that o'er life's surging sea,

mid mists and rocks and quicksands,
still guides, O Christ, to thee.

3 O make thy Church, dear Savior,
a lamp of purest gold,

to bear before the nations

thy true light as of old;



O teach thy wandering pilgrims
by this their path to trace,
till, clouds and darkness ended,
they see thee face to face.

The Gospel Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23
Deacon The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew
People Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the sea. Such great crowds gathered around him that
he got into a boat and sat there, while the whole crowd stood on the beach. And he told them
many things in parables, saying: “Listen! A sower went out to sow. And as he sowed, some seeds
fell on the path, and the birds came and ate them up. Other seeds fell on rocky ground, where
they did not have much soil, and they sprang up quickly, since they had no depth of soil. But
when the sun rose, they were scorched; and since they had no root, they withered away. Other
seeds fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked them. Other seeds fell on good soil
and brought forth grain, some a hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty. Let anyone with ears
listen!”

“Hear then the parable of the sower. When anyone hears the word of the kingdom and does not
understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what is sown in the heart; this is what was
sown on the path. As for what was sown on rocky ground, this is the one who hears the word and
immediately receives it with joy; yet such a person has no root, but endures only for a while, and
when trouble or persecution arises on account of the word, that person immediately falls away.
As for what was sown among thorns, this is the one who hears the word, but the cares of the
world and the lure of wealth choke the word, and it yields nothing. But as for what was sown on
good soil, this is the one who hears the word and understands it, who indeed bears fruit and
yields, in one case a hundredfold, in another sixty, and in another thirty.”

Deacon The Gospel of the Lord. People: Praise to you, Lord Christ.

The Sermon The Rev’d Sebastiana Springmann
Nicene Creed (BCP 358)

We believe one God, the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,



begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven:
by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the Prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

The Prayers of the People Form III (BCP 387)

Father, we pray for your Holy Catholic Church;
That we may all be one.

Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly serve you;
That your name may be glorified by all people.

We pray for Sean, our Presiding Bishop, Justin our Bishop, Tom our Rector, Sebastiana our
Priest Associate and Art our Deacon, and for all bishops, priests and deacons;
That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and Sacraments.

We pray for Donald our President, Ron our Governor, and Allyson our Mayor, and all who
govern and hold authority in the nations of the world:
That there may be justice and peace on the earth.

Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake;
That our works may find favor in your sight.

Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or trouble;
That they may be delivered from their distress.



We especially remember Rita Clements, Ann Cholewa, Katie Gailbreath , Van Galyon,
Andrew Granchalek, Jo Lake, Barbara Morgan, Cynthia Sharer, Jim Slovik, Dott Vedder.

Give to all the departed eternal rest

Let light perpetual shine upon them.

We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy;
May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom.

Let us pray for our own needs and those of others.
Silence

We offer our thanksgivings for both the newly born, and for those who celebrate the anniversary
of their birth this week, especially, Valerie Abbott (13™), Daniel Austin (13"), Steve Merrill
(13™), Susan Battle (13'"), Mandy Tweedle (14™), Kurt Cessna (16'"), Sandra Bryant (16%),
James Christian (17™), Peggy Steeves (17™), Timothy Knowles (17%), Julitta Velton (17%),
Leslie Bennett (18™), Bill Binneveld (18'"), Charles Esselburn (18™) and Cheryl Nann (18™)
and those celebrating the anniversary of their marriage this week especially Bruce & Debbie
Saylor (12h).

Your own intercessions are invited at this time, either aloud or in the privacy of your hearts.

The Celebrant concludes with the following Prayer

Almighty and eternal God, ruler of all things in heaven and earth: Mercifully accept the prayers
of your people, and strengthen us to do your will; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Confession of Sin
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.

Minister and people

Most merciful God,

we confess that we have sinned against

you in thought, word, and deed,

by what we have done,

and by what we have left undone.

We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,

have mercy on us and forgive us;

that we may delight in your will,

and walk in your ways,

to the glory of your Name. Amen

The Priest, stands and says



Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins

through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all
goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.

The Peace
All stand. The Celebrant says to the people

The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People And also with you.

Offertory:  “Goodness of God” with Birdy Connolly, Ralph Lambert, Russ Vance and
Richard La Frate

Doxology Hymn 380, vs. 3

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
praise him all creatures here below;

praise him above ye heavenly host:

praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen

The Great Thanksgiving FEucharistic Prayer A

The Lord be with you
People And also with you
Celebrant Lift up your hearts
People We lift them to the Lord
Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God
People It is right to give him thanks and praise

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and every-where to give thanks to you, Father
Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. But chiefly are we bound to praise you for the glorious

resurrection of your Son Jesus Christ our Lord; for he is the true Paschal Lamb, who was

sacrificed for us, and has taken away the sin of the world. By his death he has destroyed death,

and by his rising to life again he has won for us everlasting life.

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the
company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:

Celebrant and People
Holy, holy, holy Lord Sanctus (S-130)

Holy, holy, holy Lord,
God of power and might,
Holy, holy, holy Lord,
God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full,



full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
Hosanna in the highest.

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us
for yourself, and, when we had fallen into sin and become
subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus
Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our human

nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the
God and Father of all.

He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself,
in obedience to your will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole world.

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our
Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks

to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, "Take,
eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the
remembrance of me."

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given
thanks, he gave it to them, and said, "Drink this, all of you:
This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you
and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink
it, do this for the remembrance of me."

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:

Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in
this sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving. Recalling his death,
resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts.

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the
Body and Blood of your Son, the holy food and drink of new
and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully
receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy,
and peace; and at the last day bring us with all your saints

into the joy of your eternal kingdom.



All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ: By him, and
with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor
and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN

And now, as our Savior Christ hath taught us, we are bold to say,
People and Celebrant

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread

Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;
Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia!

The Gifts of God for the people of God.

Take them in remembrance that Christ died for
you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world,
have mercy on us.

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world,
have mercy on us.

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world,
grant us peace. (Mass of Creation)

Communion Hymn 383: Fairest Lord Jesus

1 Fairest Lord Jesus,

Ruler of all nature,

O thou of God and man the Son;

thee will I cherish, thee will I honor,
thou, my soul’s glory, joy and crown.

10



2 Fair are the meadows,

fairer still the woodlands,

robed in the blooming garb of spring;
Jesus is fairer, Jesus is purer,

who makes the woeful heart to sing.

3 Fair is the sunshine,

fairer still the moonlight,

and all the twinkling, starry host:

Jesus shines brighter, Jesus shines purer,
than all the angels heaven can boast.

After Communion, the Celebrant says
Let us pray.

Eternal God, heavenly Father,

you have graciously accepted us as living members
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ,

and you have fed us with spiritual food

in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.

Send us now into the world in peace,

and grant us strength and courage

to love and serve you

with gladness and singleness of heart;

through Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Celebrant says the Blessing:

Now may the peace of God, which passes all understanding, guard your hearts and minds in in
the love of God, and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord; and may the blessing of God Almighty,
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be amongst you, now and always. Amen.

Recessional Hymn 436: Lift Up Your Heads

1 Lift up your heads, ye mighty gates;
behold, the King of glory waits!

The King of kings is drawing near;
the Savior of the world is here.

2 O blest the land, the city blest,
where Christ the ruler is confessed!
O happy hearts and happy homes

to whom this King of triumph comes!

3 Fling wide the portals of your heart;
make it a temple, set apart

11



from earthly use for heaven's employ,
adorned with prayer and love and joy.

4 Redeemer, come! I open wide
my heart to thee: here, Lord, abide!
Let me thy inner presence feel:

thy grace and love in me reveal.

5 So come, my Sovereign; enter in!
Let new and nobler life begin;

thy Holy Spirit guide us on,

until the glorious crown be won.

Deacon Let us go forth into the world,
rejoicing in the power of the Spirit.
People Thanks be to God.

Postlude: “Trumpet Flourish” (Nelson)

Sanctuary Candle
burns in memory of William R. Meara, Sr., by Charlotte Boudreau.

SENDING FORTH OF EUCHARISTIC VISITOR

Celebrant: Nicole take these Holy gifts of our Lord’s Body and Blood.

People: We send you forth in the name of St. James bearing these Holy gifts, so
that those to whom you go may experience with us the majesty and mystery of his
presence through the sharing of the bread and wine. May you carry the prayers of us all.

Celebrant: We who are many are one body because we share one bread, one cup.

Nicole Rondello is taking Holy Eucharist to Rita Clements

If you would like to give to St. James online, you may access Realm through this QR CODE

Or, you may also Text to Give. Type
“STJAMESLEESBURG” to 73256.

Then follow three easy steps:

1. Choose your reason for giving;
2. Enter your amount

3. Give by card or bank account.

(Note: standard message and data rates may apply)
Thank you for your generosity!
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